
STEAMING TO 

VICTORY 
How Britainôs Railways Won the War 



The long 

goodbyeé 

An Army sergeant with 

wife and baby heading 

back from leave at a 

station that is probably 

Crewe. Note the period 

features including Nestle 

chocolate at 1d a bar 

and the advert for 

Brylcreem! 



Will the train 

never come? 

Travel during wartime 

was mostly slow and 

uncomfortable with 

frequent delays from air 

raids, troop movements 

and slow-moving freight. 

Here the arrivals board 

shows the Blackpool 

train is already delayed. 



Sitting room 

only 

Itôs 1944, a peak year for 

travel, which typifies 

wartime. The forces 

accounted for three 

quarters of passengers 

on some trains. Here a 

WRAF reads her 

magazine in a crowded 

corridor. 



Lifting the 

spirits ï a joke 

and a fag 

A group of officers head 

back to duty. Many more 

smoking compartments 

were added to trains to 

reflect the needs of 

service personnel 



The Yanks are 

coming 

Many American 

servicemen were 

transported by train from 

the West Coast ports. 

Here a US sergeant 

snatches forty winks on 

a bench at Crewe while 

changing trains. 



Food for the 

fighters 

Soldiers from the Royal 

Engineers queue for  

refreshments in a buffet 

car run by the Naafi. 

Lashings of Oxo and 

Bovril are a bargain at 

1p or 2p. There are 

tongue, ham, corned 

pork and paste 

sandwiches. ranging in 

price from 1d to 6d. 



Weôll meet 

again 

ébut letôs hope Daddy 

will come home 

unharmed. A poignant 

goodbye from a 

husband going off to 

war, while the coupleôs 

son looks on. 


